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French-American Chamber of Commerce (FACC) of Florida

168 SE 1st Street, Suite 1102, Miami, FL 33131

Tel :  (305) 374 5000
info@faccmiami.com
Fax : (305) 358 8203
www.faccmiami.com

ELECTRONIC BALLOT

French American Chamber of Commerce of Florida

BOARD MEMBERS ELECTION 2010 - 2012
Dear Members, please find below the list of Candidates to become member of the Board of the French American Chamber of Commerce of Florida. 

Please make sure to select a maximum of 15 candidates and return this electronic ballot to elections@faccmiami.com



  FORMCHECKBOX 

Frederic BAJOL 








  FORMCHECKBOX 

Claude BETHUEL


  FORMCHECKBOX 

Patricia BONA 



  FORMCHECKBOX 

Jacques BRION


  FORMCHECKBOX 

Glenn COOPER 



  FORMCHECKBOX 

Alex FOUQUET




  FORMCHECKBOX 

Jean-Francois JARD




  FORMCHECKBOX 

Francoise LAINE


  FORMCHECKBOX 

Valentino MACOR


  FORMCHECKBOX 

Lucius SMEDJA
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Brigitte BENICHAY 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Raphael BOLZAN

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Reginald BRETON

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Jean-Michel CAFFIN
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Claudio CURY
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Damien JACQUINET

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Rod KUKURUDZ


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Jose LOPEZ



 FORMCHECKBOX 

Stephan POUSSE



 FORMCHECKBOX 

Olivier SUREAU
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Frederick WOODBRIDGE
BAJOL, Frederic


I live in Miami for 7 years.
I worked for 40 years in 3 major international companies (Mars Inc, Nabisco Inc and DANONE) where I held different VP positions in Marketing, Industrial, R&D and M&A. In Miami I was Regional VP for M&A in Latin & Central America and Carribean for Danone. During these 40 years I developed a great and broad expertise in Business and I got skills in Strategic planning, consumer and products, Asset management, HR management and Business tools.
I created FB Consulting to help French speaking investors (small business or personnal) in their Business projects of implementation, development or growth in Florida, Carribbean or Latin America. FB Consulting covers the Business Development and Business Coaching areas from the Business Strategy/ Plan to the Start-Up. FB Consulting takes care of the Business Project, the Personnal Project and the Start-Up. The approach is based on a close and efficient relationship and a business method which creates significant added values.
I apply to be member of the FACC Board of Directors because I think I can bring a real Business vision in the different discussions and projects and to work in close networking with all the others members. 
BENICHAY, Brigitte


Master in Economics from PARIS Dauphine University in 1980
Marketing Manager in Paris for 7 years
Real estate agent since 1988 
Real estate broker since 1995
President and Owner of RICH HOMES OF FLORIDA, real estate brokerage, since 1997.
Served  for 4 years at the board of directors of RAMB, Realtor Association of Miami and the Beaches
Served at the board of directors of MIAMI ACCUEIL for 5 years 
Is currently Board members at the FACC French American Chamber of Commerce and was responsible of the successfull "Business Card exchange".

Work as full time Broker and manager , with a team of 8 professionnals, specialized in European Real estate market, French speaking countries in particular ,With over 12 years of experience, her Company became one of the 1st  international real estate brokerage in Miami.

BETHUEL, Claude

Because much of the 2010 / 2011 dialogue within the French-American Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors will require Community / Industry Outreach - Problem-Solving – Team Work  and People Skills,   I am offering my lifetime of experience in these 4 critical areas.
With  30 years in Hotel Management & Community Leadership - and 16 years of residency in  South Florida – [ observing  the varying management styles ]  It is my intention to deliver an innovative , pleasant but efficient operation of the F A C C  Board of Directors. .
Some of my qualifications in Hospitality Management:

- Family – Owned Hotel in France

-Graduate, Hotel School of Paris

-Hotels in Paris: George V – Tremoille and the Claridge

-Ritz Carlton – Montreal

-Opened: Westin Century Plaza & Westin Bonaventure, Los Angeles

-Opened: Hilton Hotel & Towers, San Francisco

-Opened Le Meridien, San Francisco

-Opened Le Pavillion [Inter*Continental], Miami

-12 Years Turnberry Isle Resort & Club

-Currently, 4 Years: The Related Group
          
IT  IS  MY  MISSION  TO  CONSTANTLY  BE  IN  TOUCH  WITH  ALL  OF  THE F A C C MEMBERS REGARDING  THEIR  CONCERNS  -  ISSUES -  AND  PREFERENCES. AND, TO PLAN ACCORDING TO THEIR COLLECTIVE DESIRES. 
BOLZAN, Raphael

Title:
Sr. Vice President of Marketing and International Affairs of Latecoere Company - Toulouse, France
President of Latecoere International, Inc. in Miami, FL - USA (US subsidiary of Latecoere Company).

President of “French Aerospace Committee” in Miami - USA (French Aerospace Industries in the Southeast of USA).

French Trade Adviser (Conseiller du Commerce Exterieur) for the US, nominated by the French Minister of International Trade.

Board member of the French American Chamber of Commerce for South East Florida.

Education and Experience
PhD in Mechanical Engineering from French Graduate School (ENSAM)

MBA graduate from ICG (French Institute of Business Management)

40 years with Latecoere Company, as successively, design and stress analysis engineer, Tooling and Production 

Manager, Program Manager, Marketing Manager for US market, then Sr. Vice President of International Marketing and International Affairs, and President of Latecoere Int’l Inc, the

Latecoere Group U.S.Subsidiary.

Mr. Bolzan started his career in the US as Design Engineer for an electrical motor company.

Honors:

Mr. Bolzan has been awarded the Medal “Ordre National du Merite”, by the French Government for outstanding achievement. 

Personal Information:

Mr. Bolzan, born in Italy, is a French and American citizen; he is married with three children and has lived in the US for the last 25 years.
BONA, Patricia


Please accept this letter as my candidacy to the Board of the French-American Chamber of Commerce of Florida.

I was always driven by the passion to give back to the community. In France, I have worked on a program promoting Continuous Education for under privileged city employees; In Panama, I helped establish scholarships for gifted students in a high profile private school; Presently in Miami, I fundraise and organize events for various local charities.
I have been fortunate to work in the Cosmetic and Fragrance Industry, in which French Brands are leaders, for the past 30 years. As a business woman and co-founder with my husband of a corporation established in Florida since 1988, we have both often shared our knowledge of the US market with French companies wishing to set operations in Miami. I particularly have focused on Marketing, Public Relations and Networking.

I have been recently nominated French Foreign Trade Advisor of the Florida-Caribbean Chapter:  I am a strong believer on strengthening the commercial ties between France and the United States, I have witnessed the FACC’s effort and accomplishments in the past 2 decades, and I would be very honoured to bring to the FACC my experience, but most important, my time and dedication.

Sincerely
Patricia Bona

 Work Experience
ESSENCE CORP. MIAM
Vice President and co-founder.
1988-2010
Essence Corp. is the exclusive representative of Fine Fragrances and Cosmetics on the North 


American Duty Free, the Caribbean and Latin American Duty Free and Domestic Markets.


Essence Corp. counts in its portfolio French, Italian, Swiss and American brands, for which the 


company acts as 
distributor, Agent or Regional Office. It is considered the #1 independent 


company, leader in the region.


Essence Corp. is a family owned company. In 20 years, it grew from 4 to 62 employees, of 


which 15 reside in key North and South American cities. It also manages 180 BeautyConsultants. Most important 5 family members and 2 generations presently work together in the Brickell office.
INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL OF PANAMA
1982-1988
Co-founder and active member of the Board of Directors. President in 1985-86.


Participated in obtaining various accreditations including the International Baccalaureate.


Actively worked (fund raising, lobbying and search) on the purchase of land to build a 
 

school which counts today more than 600 students.


While volunteering in this activity, already working in the Family Business, based in Panama, 


and dedicated to the perfume industry.

 PARIS, France- PANAMA, Republic of Panama
1973-1982
Professor of French at the University of Panama.


Volunteered teaching French in a program for Continuous Education for City Employees. 

Personal :
EDUCATION: 
Master of Education, International Studies-Paris X University
LANGUAGES: Fluent in French, Italian, Spanish and English.
OTHERS: 
Charter Member of the Florida Chapter of the” Executive Women Golf League », volunteer and donor of the « Miami Project to Cure Paralysis »., and “Habitat for Humanity” , French Trade Advisor ( CCE ) Florida-Caribbean Chapter.



      Dual national French and US Citizen – Married, 60 years old, 2 children

BRETON, Reginald


Experience
April07-Present
Regions Bank



Business Relationship Manager, Vice President





          

Fort Lauderdale, FL
Relationship manager of $28MM commercial portfolio.  Responsible for the growth, retention, and expansion of portfolio including deposits, investments, and credit requests up to $5MM.  Principle duties include managing commercial relationships for companies with sales up to $20MM while focusing on product penetration and portfolio profitability.  Compile and analyze necessary financial information for timely, accurate and complete credit recommendations.  Ensure compliance with credit and regulatory guidelines.  

Monitor and maintain strong understanding of each client, industry and associated risks.  Provide financial and business advisory services in the troubled credit environment to companies.  Facilitate credit restructurings with assessment of enterprise value and debt capacity, evaluation of liquidity/working capital needs and evaluation of the debtor’s strategy and restructuring plan.  Expand portfolio through centers of influence including real estate developers, accountants, attorneys, existing clients.




Aug 04-April07
HSBC Bank, USA









    
New York, NY



Business Relationship Manager, Vice President



Relationship manager of $40MM commercial portfolio

April 01-Aug 04
JPMorganChase



Business Relationship Manager, Vice President






  
New York, NY

Relationship manager of $31MM commercial portfolio

Branch Manager, Vice President







Brooklyn, NY

Manger of $140MM branch with 13,000 depositors, and supervisor of 18 employees.  Responsible for sales production of all consumer and commercial products and services for Branch including lending, investments, and core deposit growth.  Supervise platform and teller functions as well as training and developing personnel.  

Manage audit guidelines, operational procedures, cash handling and expenses.  Develop new business through networking associations and community projects.

July 99-April 01
Citibank 










  
Washington DC


Branch Manager, Assistant Vice President



Manager of $30MM branch and supervisor of seven employees.

Sept 96-July 99
Bank of America.  Formerly NationsBank, N.A.





             

Gaithersburg, MD


Branch Manager



Manager of $30MM branch and supervisor of seven employees.

July 94-Sept 96
First Union National Bank








   
Alexandria, VA


Branch Manager



Manager of $20MM branch and supervisor of five employees.

Assistant Branch Manager

Sept 92-June 94
Household Bank F.S.B.









Rockville, MD


Mortgage Loan Officer



Retail mortgage lending for portfolio lender.  Responsible for mortgage origination, 



marketing, and business development of clientele in real estate community including 


developers, agents and attorneys.

Education
Loyola College










Baltimore, MD
· Bachelor of Arts, 1991.  French Literature and History, Minor in History



Sorbonne University of Paris, 1989-1990







Paris, France
· Fluent in French, Proficient in Spanish

Licenses:  NASD Series 7, Series 63, Series 24, NY State Life and Health Insurance

BRION, Jacques


Jacques Brion has been developing high-rise oceanfront residential condominiums and other residential communities along the Florida Treasure Coast and in Palm Beach County since 1984, when he moved to the United States from France.  Among them is the 600-unit Sea Oaks, the premier oceanfront to riverfront tennis community in Vero Beach.  He has lived with his family in Jupiter, Florida since 1984.    He is a member of the National Board in Paris of  “Advisors for Foreign Trade”, made up of 4,000 French business people – 1,500 in France and 2, 500 in all other countries throughout the world- whose duties are to advise the French Government in matters relating to foreign trade.   
In 2000, he was awarded the Ordre National du Merite.  Mr. Brion was educated in Paris, and he holds a Master Degree in Civil Engineering and a MBA in Business.  He is currently President of the Florida Chapter of the Franco-American Chamber of Commerce.

CAFFIN, Jean Michel

Jean-Michel Caffin is the Managing Partner of Axis Americas LLC (www.axis-a.com), a global Business Intelligence & Risk Management firm with offices in Paris, Miami, Moscow and Delhi, India. He has over 25 years experience in international business. Prior to establishing Axis Americas in 2007, Jean-Michel served as CEO of various North & Latin American divisions and/or subsidiaries of the London-based Inchcape/Intertek group (1992-1999) and of Bureau Veritas, a French multinational corporation (2000-2007).

A resident of Miami-Dade since 1998, Caffin has been a member of the board of directors of the FACC for the past 12 years and also served as its President from 2002 to 2004). He is presently President of the Florida-Caribbean chapter of the "Conseillers du Commerce Exterieur de la France" (French Foreign Trade Advisors). Jean-Michel also serves as Vice Chairman and member of the Executive Cabinet of the Beacon Council (www.beaconcouncil.com), Miami-Dade's official economic development agency where he also leads the International Committee. Equally, he is a member of the advisory board of Space Florida (www.spaceflorida.com) and also oversees the Global Business Intelligence Committee at the Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce. He also chairs the Board of Governors of the International Studies Charter High School. Jean-Michel wishes to remain of service to the French-American business community of Florida through his continued involvement with the FACC.

COOPER, Glenn


I am proud to have served and to continue to serve as a Board Member and as Vice-President of the French American Chamber of Commerce (FACC) of Florida, under the leadership of our Chamber’s President, Jacques Brion. I was active in the initiatives for developing business services for French investors and companies coming to Florida and for developing outreach between our Chamber, French business agencies and Florida community agencies. This included developing our Chamber’s relationship with the UBIFRANCE French Trade Mission offices in New York, Atlanta and Chicago. Thanks to my efforts, UBIFRANCE trade delegations attended our last French Business Week seminar at the Beacon Council as well as a UBIFRANCE Franchise delegation at the last Franchise South trade show in Miami. I intend to continue to nurture and develop our Chamber’s relationship with UBIFRANCE. I have also continued to assist our Chamber in maintaining and developing our relationship with the Economic Development Agencies of Miami-Dade County (the Beacon Council, where I am an Executive Committee Member of the Board of Directors and Member of the International Advisory Committee) as well as Broward County (the Broward Alliance where I am very active as a resident of Broward County). I have also helped to maintain and develop our Chamber’s relationship with Enterprise Florida, the state of Florida Economic Development Agency. All of these agencies are instrumental in attracting and assisting French companies interested in establishing business in Florida and therefore it is important to maintain our Chamber’s relationship with these agencies which I intend to continue to work on for our Chamber. One of the initiatives that I am working on is to arrange for the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding between our Chamber and the Beacon Council to help further solidify our Chamber’s strong relationship with the Beacon Council.

I also launched our Chamber’s French Business Center including establishing a relationship between our Chamber and Latitude One International Business Center (LOIBC) in Miami to establish a package offered by the Chamber whereby French companies can have a Chamber membership as well as a 6 month virtual office and other business services that serves as an incubator for French companies launching in Miami. We have already rolled this project out and have several French companies located at the French Business Center at LOIBC. The next step is for our Chamber to market our French Business Center to UBIFRANCE, to chambers in France, via our Website and through other marketing media. We are currently rolling out this marketing initiative. This initiative should raise substantial funds for our Chamber.
 I have also assisted our Chamber with legal matters (pro bono, not charging any legal fee) related to U.S. Immigration for key employees of our Chamber. Below is additional information about me. I would look forward to continuing to serve as a Board Member and Vice-President of the FACC Florida. Thank you for your consideration.

Biography

Mr. Cooper’s practice focuses on assisting foreign companies and investors with the legal aspects of establishing and maintaining business and investment in the U.S., and particularly in the state of Florida, including corporate, business and contract law, often times becoming general counsel to those business clients. A major part of Mr. Cooper’s practice is assisting international clients regarding U.S. immigration laws including helping clients secure business and investor visas such as the L-1, E-1, E-2, H-1B and, O-1 visas as well as U.S. permanent residence based upon multinational business, investment, extraordinary ability and via labor certification. 

Mr. Cooper's articles have been disseminated internationally. Mr. Cooper has lectured to business audiences in the U.S. and abroad regarding legal issues associated with establishing business in Florida and the related immigration issues. Fluent in French and having spent significant time in France, Mr. Cooper often counsels French clients regarding Florida and U.S. legal and immigration matters. Mr. Cooper also speaks Spanish and counsels clients from Latin America and Spain. Mr. Cooper has clients from various countries in the Americas, Europe, Asia, and Australia. 

Mr. Cooper received a Bachelors degree in International Business with a Minor in French and Spanish from the University of Florida in 1995 and a Juris Doctor degree from Nova Southeastern University in 1998. 
Mr. Cooper was admitted to the Florida Bar in 1998 and is also licensed to practice in the state of Florida and in the United States District Court for the Southern District of Florida. Mr. Cooper is an active member of the American Immigration Lawyers Association. 

Prior to launching his firm in 2004, Glenn Cooper was an attorney with Becker & Poliakoff, P.A’s Miami office from 1998 to 2004 as a member of their International Practice Group. 

Mr. Cooper serves on the Executive Committee of the Board of Directors and is an active member of the International Advisory Committee of the Beacon Council, the official economic development agency of Miami- Dade County and is also active with the Broward Alliance, the official economic development agency of Broward County, as well as with Enterprise Florida. Mr. Cooper is Vice-President and serves on the Board of Directors of the French-American Chamber of Commerce of Florida. He is also active with the French and Canadian Consulates and Trade Offices.
CURY, Claudio


Claudio Cury is director of channel finance for Castle Pines Capital International (“CPCI”), a channel finance company that provides financial solutions to manufacturers, distributors and resellers in the technology and consumer electronics industries.  He is responsible for operations and business development for a client base that expands all of Latin America, Eastern and Western Europe.
Mr. Cury currently holds the post of vice president for the Brazilian-American Chamber of Commerce of Florida, the largest bi-national chamber of commerce in Florida.  He has been an active member of the board of directors for seven years and served as a president in 2009 as well as many other positions.

Prior to joining CPCI, Mr. Cury held the position as business development manager for Stryker Corporation, one of the world's leading medical device companies, overseeing business in the Caribbean, Central America and the Andean markets.

In 2003, Mr. Cury was the recipient of the “Export Service Award” from the United States Department of Commerce presented by Deputy Assistant Secretary Doug Backer.  He has over 15 years experience in sales, marketing and operations holding various leadership positions, with significant expertise in international trade.

Mr. Cury has lived in Brazil, France and the U.S.  He holds a master of international business from the Florida International University and a bachelor of science from University of Tampa.  He is a native Portuguese speaker and is also fluent in English, French and Spanish.  Mr. Cury currently resides with his family in the city of Weston, Florida. 

FOUQUET, Alex


Alex Fouquet has been in banking for 16 years and is currently working at Citibank as a   VP/Commercial Relationship Manager. In this role, he is responsible for helping commercial clients through consultative financial analysis of their needs, goals and objectives.

Alex has lived in Florida for almost 20 years and has been very active in the Haitian community serving currently as the Vice President of the Haitian American Scholarship Funds. He was one of the original members of the Haitian American Chamber of Commerce and served as its Treasurer. He also helped at the Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce, Haitian Affairs committee. For several years, he served as a board member in the Coconut Creek Chamber of Commerce. He also represented Citibank in the partnership with Coconut Creek High School. In this role, he helped the school with: financial needs in setting up cultural events, career days and financial education. He is also involved with Atlantic Technical School having worked as past Chairman of the Advisory Council. 

Alex has an MBA with specialization in finance.

JACQUINET, Damien


Professional Profile
Over 25 years experience as business owner in the composites industry. On my way to building a $ 100 million company with sales all over the developed and non developed world.

Expertise in areas ranging from business administration to marketing insurance/financial products and services to recruiting and training sales staff. Key Accomplishments: 

-Entrepreneur who grew main business from single person start-up to 8 digits in annual sales through effective   business planning, creative sales techniques, and innovative marketing. 

-Expert knowledge and skills in all facets of core materials and composites for transportation and architecture. 

-Recognized by clients and colleagues as a consummate professional with a high degree of personal integrity. Known for a contagious passion for excellence, a talent for resourceful business solutions, and a capacity for motivational leadership. 

-Skilled in persuasive presentation and profitable negotiation. Offer excellent customer relations skills. 

Professional Experience
Nida-Core Corporation, 1987 to 2001 New York, NY; 2001-present: Port St Lucie, FL

Founder and President 
A composite manufacturer and distributor with manufacturing facilities in France and USA, warehousing in Canada, partnership in Ecuador, suppliers in France, Germany, China, and USA, and sales in 53 countries around the world. 
-Marketed and sold a full range of composite products;

-Consistently maintained a high-standard performance record via exceptional service, follow-through, and specific attention to detail which resulted in higher sales;

-Directed marketing efforts to promote visibility and introduce new products 

-Analyzed complex situations, designed practical solutions, and implemented cost-effective plans. Took calculated risks to bring company to forefront of composite industry. 

-Developed personnel, motivated staff to exceed goals, and improved production and sales 

Francosteel/Daval, a division of Sacilor, New York, NY




1985 to 1987
Manager, Diversification Division
-Started division, directly under supervision of President and Executive Vice-President of multi hundred million $ division of French steel giant. Division was aimed at diversifying this huge steel group from steel to other industries.

-Selected new products to be imported from France and sold through this French conglomerate 

-Searches included air conditioning units, furniture and composites.

French Embassy, Commercial Division, New York, NY 




1982 to 1984 

Commercial Attache 
-Selected in list of graduates from about a dozen top French business schools to top spot in New York

-Helped French mid-sized companies to export to the USA 

-Researched and analyzed markets 

-Selected Representatives and Distributors in the consumer goods division GSP, Paris, France
President and Founder 







1981
-Created the company while in business school.

-Gathered identity and products offered by medias in the Paris region area. Sold advertizing pages to cover cost of publishing 10,000 units of the guide. Sold guide to small and mid sized companies in the Paris region. 

Several stints at entrepreneurship as a teenager, including starting a fast-food unit along main highway between Paris and Brussels in France at age 16 during summer months, two years in a row.

Education

International Affairs, ESLSCA, Paris, France (1982) – French equivalent of MBA

Baccalaurerat, Vervins, France, Maths and Sciences (1979).

Board Member, French American Chamber of Commerce

CCEF, Conseiller du Commerce Exterieur.

Married, 4 kids, 7 to 2 years old.

JARD, Jean Francois


Jean Francois JARD is the founder and co-founder of Cristal Credit International, started in 2004 and specialized in International Credit reporting, intelligence survey and worldwide investigations.

JFJ has an experience in international markets, working about 10 years in France for large companies of Credit management like INTRUM JUSTITIA, or THEOFINANCE as International manager.

In Miami he started alone in 2005 from his own apartment, and now Cristal Credit employs more than 10 people in Miami Downtown, Panama City, and Buenos Aires where Cristal opened an office in September 2008.

CCI continue its development with latin America with a new office in Sao Paulo and develop more and more business with Mexico, Chile and Colombia. JFJ is a real entrepreneur who can help others business man to start in Florida or develop.

KUKURUDZ, Rod


PRESIDENT .C.E.O. 

Ingenious, astute, and well-accomplished marketing and events professional, demonstrating a wide-ranging experience in organizing and managing major marketing campaigns and happenings for Fortune 500 companies. Innovative leader and motivator who formulated several, all original, daring concepts. 

. Demonstrates in-depth background in developing and launching marketing programs encompassing dynamic and proactive marketing career within corporate environments 

. Expert in driving substantial revenue growth and providing recommendations to key decision makers regarding effective negotiation and transaction management 

. Proficient in management and coordination of several computer and Internet projects, with in-depth knowledge of 

Microsoft Word, Excel, PowerPoint, and Internet 

. Bilingual in English and French 

 Key Accomplishments

. Organized and coordinated one of the major events in Miami during Art Basel 2007, with impressive media coverage ranging from the Wall Street Journal to The New York Times, Los Angeles Times, Miami Herald, and the official Art Basel Magazine 

. Organized and conducted the biggest concert in French Senate’s courtyard during the “Year of Brazil in France,” as well as three days of education and awareness of Brazilian culture and Green workshops in the Senate Gardens in 2005 

. Prepared and arranged entire marketing campaigns and events for PeopleSoft France to include selective events for targeted prospects and conventions with key speakers in 2001 to2003 

. Administered numerous direct mail campaigns and road shows for Xerox France, which include creating marketing sales tool for the Xerox distributors throughout the territory in 1997 to 2001 

. Created and facilitated a Worldwide Premiere First Internet Train in partnership with numerous ministries and cities, which aimed to educate the public about the basics of the Internet; taught more than 120,000 people during the first time aboard the Internet train, 2001 

. Responsibly handled event’s funds with approximately $1.4 million 

. Organized magnificent assembly of hot air balloons all over the world including United States of America under Eiffel Tower for millennium festivities in 2000 

. Created and organized one of the major events of the year, A Jessye Norman free concert, for French television during the last total solar eclipse of the millennium; attended by a crowd of more than 500,000 within 200,000 cities in front of Rheims Cathedral with more than nine million viewers in 1999 

Career Background

PRESIDENT, A PETAL PRODUCTIONS EVENT COMPANY. MIAMI, FL 

. Bought Petal Productions Inc, with 9 direct jobs, and many indirect jobs with the different vendors 

. Was able to become a supplier for several 2009 Super Bowl Events in Tampa, Florida Generated sales of approximately $1 Million since the company started in October 2008 (6 months) 

PARTNER, CITIZENS EVENTS. MIAMI BEACH, FL 

2006-2008 – INACTIVE 

OCTOBER 2008-PRESENT 

. Administered local organization’s marketing and events; organized the first Health and Fitness Festival for the City of 

Surfside with 1,800 participants in a city of 5,000 residents 

. Coordinated the marketing and event of the exhibition for several fashion photographers during Art Basel 2007 

. Successfully completed coverage in Wall Street journal, New York Times, Los Angeles Times, and Official Art Basel Magazine 

CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER, LUDERIC MARKETING RELATION. LEVALLOIS, FRANCE 2002-2005 

. Managed a team of 8-15 persons committed on realization of operational communication procedures for large account clients such as: Daimler-Chrysler, Ford, FIFA, Xerox, PeopleSoft, Dexia, Generali, and Smart 

. Facilitated numerous special events and incentive plans for diverse prominent clients 

. Directed total marketing campaigns for Dexia and Generali insurance companies 

. Rendered support to chapter management, as well as oversaw recruitment materials and directed mail campaigns production 

. Instituted systematic and efficient training for the board and volunteers GENERAL MANAGER, DIRECT MARKETING AND EVENTS COMPANY, RJK NOUVEAUX MONDES. PARIS, FRANCE 1994-2005 

. Directed a team of approximately 8-12 up to 120 persons during the events for special awareness for large account clients such as: Xerox, Dell, Microsoft, Kraft Foods, Carrefour, Continent, Schlumberger, IBM, Nortel Networks, City of Paris, Reader’s Digest, HP, Compaq, DIGITAL, World Cup Football 98, De Beers, Guilbert (Office Depot), and many official institutions including Cities of Paris; Rheims, Lille, Ministries of Employment, Health, Public services, and The Senate 

. Handled event funding of roughly $2 million 

SALES MANAGER, POP UP. PARIS, FRANCE 1988-1994 

. Administered sales of a direct marketing company that specialized in pop-ups whose clients were more than 80 percent of top 200 French and International companies 

SALES EXECUTIVE, XEROX. PARIS, FRANCE 1986-1988 

. Assigned to manage strategic account of Société Générale Bank and subsidiaries, which resulted in maximization of turnover rate by more than 20 percent on the account after three months of thorough training and one month experience in the field 

Education

Master of Business Administration, U.C.L.A Anderson Graduate School of Management - Los Angeles, CA 

Diploma in Finance, EDC Business School – Paris, France 

Bachelor’s degree in Science, Baccalaureate – Paris, France 

Awards and honors

. Served as speaker for several television and radio shows and provided interviews for a major French television channel, 

TF1 News; topics include Eclipse events (Rheims – August 1999) 

. Performed various interviews on all media to include television, radio, magazines, newspapers, and others 

. Rendered several interviews on “Getting the Public to Better Know Internet” in some national television channels, radios, magazines, daily newspapers, and the Internet 

. Conducted interviews in several professional magazines 

. Highly recognized and commended as industry leader by Event Solutions Magazine in 2007 

. Recipient of Certificate of Appreciation as International Event Producer from City of Miami Beach in 2007 

. Received Keys of the Miami-Dade County in 2007 

. Proud recipient of O1 visa in the United States given to a foreign national with extraordinary ability 

Affiliation

Beacon Council, Miami-Dade Economic Development Agency 

Member, Fashion -Lifestyle Committee 

Miami Beach Chamber of Commerce – Pillar Member 
Activities 

Honorary President, EDC Business School Alumni Association 

Board Member, Nonprofit World Firefighters Association 

President, Nonprofit OMDEPI Association 

Former President, EDC Business School Student Body Association and Alumni Association 

Chairman, French Division Greater Miami Jewish Federation 

LAINE, Francoise


Dear Fellow Members,

I am willing to continue to be your Voice and Guide in the Broward County as Director of the Board of the FACC.

I am an active Real Estate Agent (consistently one of the top producers of the Broward County for the past 15 years).

I have served in different leadership positions locally and at the state level for the past 10 years and I am ready to put my active experience combined with strength, enthusiasm and drive to your service.

My past leadership experiences includes:

- FACC Board of Director for the past 2 years.

- Director of the Board of the Florida Association of Realtors (FAR) for 4 years representing at the state level the 11000+ Agents of the Broward County.

- Serving on different Committees at FAR (Tax Reform Committee, working closely with our Legislators, Professional Standards Committee, regulating our industry and International Committee).

- Chair of the Professional Standard Committee of the Greater Fort Lauderdale Board of Realtors, hearing ethic complains from the Public or Agents and handling arbitrations and mediations between Realtors.

- Chair of the Leadership Development Committee of the Greater Fort Lauderdale Board of Realtors, selecting and training furture Committee Members.

- Member of the prestigious Master Broker Forum, an organization limited to top producing Realtors.

Previously, in France, I was a Partner of the # 1 Press and Public Relations Agency specialized in Economie and Financial data.

It would be a privilege for me to continue to participate to the growth of our Chamber.

Thank you in advance for your consideration.

With kind regards,
Francoise Anne Laine

LOPEZ, Jose


Jose R. Lopez is a Registered Representative with AXA Advisors’ South Florida Branch, and brings to the organization over 20 years of multicultural and multi-national business experience, providing clients with well-rounded perspectives and guidance. 

Prior to joining AXA Advisors, LLC, Jose was a seasoned business owner with over 20 years of experience in the Fast Food and Telecommunications Industries. Mr. Lopez now uses his diverse background to assist successful individuals and businesses develop and implement financial strategies. Through a relationship-based, value-added consultative planning approach, Jose addresses his clients’ needs in the areas of personal risk management, estate and business planning strategies, executive and employee benefits, and life stages planning strategies tailored to help protect, distribute, and transfer wealth. 

Jose holds FINRA Series 6 registration, and is licensed to offer life and health insurance, and annuities in the state of Florida. 

Mr. Lopez is an active member in his community, volunteering his time to several organizations, like the St. Hugh Church Parish Council and the National Multiple Sclerosis Society’s fundraising committee, serving as Chair for the MS Walk Coral Gables. He is also a member of the French American Chamber of Florida and is an active member in the French Community.

MACOR, Valentino


Personal:

Born in Italy in 1936

Elementary & Middle school in Como, Italy

High School in Boston, MA

University of Miami, BBA in Management

Presently live in PGA Village, St. Lucie West, FL, with Wife Teresa Macor.

I have three sons: Janval Macor, J David Macor (B.A. Switzerland, M.A. Brandeis, Consultant with Accenture Global) & Jason P. Macor (a jr. at Wentworth University, Boston)

I have been a member of the FACC as a part owner of an Agency’s ’corporate’ membership with Mme. Susanne Purcell, a founding member of the chamber.

After Mme. Purcell stopped attending board meetings, I ran in her place, was elected to the board, where I still serve.

I have an optimistic outlook for our chamber, and as a member of the board I will continue to stress closer ties with our sister chambers, especially in France.

To this end, I have nurtured personal contacts both in Menton and Aix-en-Provence as well as the Tourism Boards,

In conclusion, I believe that I still have much to contribute to the growth of our Chamber, and I am committed to continue my involvement.

For these and other reasons, I am asking for your vote. Thank you

POUSSE, Stephan


Following a bachelor in mechanical engineering, Stephan Pousse graduated from Ecole Supérieure de Commerce International. In 1987, he transfers to New York to open and manage the American subsidiary of a French company.

In 1995 he incorporates in New York his own company to continue the expansion of the activity initially created and simultaneously starts a new import and wholesale activity to market European plumbing fixtures in the U.S. and Canada.

In 2002, the company relocates to Miami with the sole purpose to continue developing the wholesale activity.

Stephan Pousse is Advisor for the Foreign Trade of France since 2005, director of the Board of the FACC since 2006 and Vice president of the FACC since 2008, actively acting at the development of French products and services in the south-Florida market and the U.S.
SMEJDA, Lucius


Lucius is a founding shareholder of LEX International Law Firm, P.A. with offices in Paris, France and Miami, Florida. Lucius is a lawyer admitted to the state bars of Florida, New York and Illinois, to the Alberta Canada Bar, the Supreme Court of the United States, the United States Tax Court and numerous other courts. He is a graduate of the Northwestern University (B.A. , summa cum laude, 1986); Columbia University (J.D. , 1972), New York University (LL.M. in Taxation , 1974); The Hague Academy of International Law (Netherlands); The Sorbonne (Paris, France); University of Strasbourg (France). He is fluent in English, French, German and conversant Spanish and Russian.

Lucius concentrates his practice in legal planning, business advisory, counseling, and investment support services to enterprises and individuals engaged in international transactions, businesses and investments. Additionally, he has extensive experience in providing domestic (federal, state and local) and international tax services primarily for investors, multinational businesses, general and limited partnerships, individuals, trusts, estates, corporations, and other entities.

Lucius is a member of the International Bar Association; the New York Bar; the Florida Bar. He served as Chair of the Florida Bar's International Law Section (2004- 2005). Lucius is also a member of the Canadian and American Bar Associations; Alberta Law Society; Canadian Tax Foundation; International Fiscal Association; Phi Beta Kappa; James Kent Circle, Harlan Fiske Stone Fellowship, Quebec  Florida  Chamber of  Commerce and the Banker’s Club.

Lucius has published several articles and books and has spoken at numerous national and international seminars (in Paris, Barcelona, Moscow, St Petersburg, Montreal, Miami). 
SUREAU, Olivier


Titulaire du diplôme d’expert-comptable français et du C.P.A. (Certified Public Accountant) après une expérience de 3 ans dans un cabinet d’audit parisien, Olivier Sureau part en 2000 s’installer aux Etats-Unis.

Il travaille tout d’abord dans un cabinet d’expert-comptable français basé à New York et dans le même temps passe ses équivalences pour le diplôme d’expert-comptable américain.

Puis, début 2003, il décide de créer avec deux autres associés un cabinet d’expertise-comptable à New York et en Floride à Miami où il s’y installe pour y développer le bureau. 

Jade Associates est un cabinet spécialisé sur les sociétés et particuliers francophones basés aux Etats-Unis. Leur force est la maitrise de la plupart des traites fiscaux internationaux qu’ont conclu les pays francophones et notamment la France avec les Etats-Unis. 

Jade Associates a également ouvert un bureau à Paris, Atlanta, San Francisco et Los Angeles et dispose donc aujourd’hui de six bureaux.

WOODBRIDGE, Frederick, Jr


Frederick Woodbridge, Jr. is a Miami attorney specializing in assisting foreign clients desirous of setting up operations in Florida.  He speaks fluent French, Spanish and Portuguese.  Since 1984, he has been a member of the French-American Chamber of Commerce, of which he is at present secretary, a post he has occupied for many years.  
He is a founding member of the Colombian American Bar Association and a past president of the Colombian-American Chamber of Commerce of Miami.  Before becoming a lawyer, Mr. Woodbridge worked in Africa with the French Ministère de la Coopération where he became Proviseur (Principal) of a state secondary school and became a Chevalier and Officer of the Order of Merit (Cameroun).  
In Miami, he was awarded the French medal of the Ordre National du Mérite.  He has addressed groups of French and Latin-American judges, lawyers and business representatives on the law and legal system of the United States.
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